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SUBJECT: GUARDIAN ALLEGES "THREE-WAY SPLIT" OF BELIZE 

SUMMARY - JANUARY 24 GUARDIAN FRONT-PAGED A STORY 
ALLEGING THAT HMG HAS DECIDED TO FORCE SETTLEMENT OF 
THE BELIZE DISPUTE BY DIVIDING THAT DEPENDENCY INTO 
THREE PARTS, A SOUTHERN SEGMENT GOING TO GUATEMALA, 

A NORTHERN SEGMENT TO MEXICO AND A LARGER CENTRAL 
SECTION FORMING AN INDEPENDENT BELIZE. THE ARTICLE ALSO 
ASSERTS THAT DECISION TO DIVIDE BELIZE IN THIS WAY WAS 
PROBABLY THE RESULT OF U.S. PRESSURE. THIS STORY WAS 
NOT PICKED UP BY OTHER MORNING PAPERS, BUT HAS BEEN 
REPORTED ON RADIO NEWS SUMMARIES, WITH ATTRIBUTION TO 
THE GUARDIAN. ORIGIN OF THIS ACCOUNT IS NOT KNOWN, 

BUT WE WILL BE DISCUSSING IT WITH THE FOREIGN OFFICE. 

IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT ITS PUBLICATION ON THE DAY 
PRICE IS DUE TO BEGIN CONVERSATIONS WITH FOREIGN 
SECRETARY OWEN IS COINCIDENTAL. EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE PRESS GUIDANCE SOONEST.-END SUMMARY 
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1 . THE JANUARY 24 GUARDIAN HEADLINED A FRONT PAGE 
STORY: "BRITAIN AGREES TO THREE-WAY SPLIT OF BEL IZ E". 

THE STORY, APPEARING UNDER PATRICK KEATLEY BY-LINE, 

ALLEGES THAT HMG HAS DECIDED TO "DISMEMBER" BELIZE, 

DIVIDING IT INTO THREE PARTS. A SLICE IN THE SOUTH 
WOULD BE GIVEN TO GUATEMALA TO SETTLE ITS TERRITORIAL 
CLAIM, A SLICE IN THE NORTH GIVEN TO MEXICO FOR THE 
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SAME REASON AND THE LARGER CENTRAL SECTION WOULD THEN 
BECOME THE NEWLY INDEPENDENT STATE OF BELIZE. THE 
ARTICLE DID NOT DESCRIBE SIZES OF THESE THREE 
HYPOTHETICAL SEGMENTS. KEATLEY ALSO ASSERTED THAT 
THOSE BELIZIANS IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH WHO DID NOT MOVE 
"WILL HAVE TO ADAPT TO LIFE IN A SPANISH SPEAKING 
COMMUNITY". 

2. KEATLEY REPORT CONTINUES, NOTING THAT BELIZIAN 
PRIME MINISTER PRICE, WHO IS DUE TO BEGIN TALKS WITH 
FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN TODAY, IS "SAID TO FEEL ANGRY 
AND BETRAYED" AT THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT. AUTHOR THEN 
ASSERTS THAT SETTLEMENT: "WOULD GIVE GEN. LAUGERUD'S 
GOVERNMENT THE NORTH SIDE OF THE BAY WHICH AMERICAN OIL 
DRILLERS REGARD AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE MEXICAN 
DOME FORMATION. AS ASSESSMENT BY THE CIA, PRESENTED 

TO PRESIDENT FORD, IS SAID TO HAVE RATED THIS FIELD 
COMPARABLE IN VOLUME TO THOSE OF SAUDI ARABIA". THE 
ARTICLE ALSO DISCUSSES THE HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF THE 
GUATEMALAN AND MEXICAN CLAIMS. CARIBBEAN SUPPORT FOR 
BELIZE'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. VARIOUS GUATEMALAN 
MILITARY MOVES OVER THE YEARS WHICH FORCED HMG TO 
REINFORCE ITS BELIZE GARRISON AND THE RECENT DECLINE IN 
LATIN AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR GUATEMALA. CONCLUDING, 
KEATLEY SUGGESTS THAT THE ALLEGED THREE-WAY SPLIT WAS 
THE WORK OF THE U.S. - "WASHINGTON PRESSURE MAY BE 
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THE REAL EXPLANATION OF PRESENT BRITISH TACTICS. THE 
AMERICAN VIEW IS THAT A SMALL CRICKET-PLAYING COMMUNITY, 
STUCK INTO THE CENTRAL AMERICAN MAINLAND BY ACCIDENT OF 
HISTORY, HAS TO BE SEEN AS EXPENDABLE IN THE GREATER 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE". 

3. THE GUARDIAN STORY WAS NOT PICKED UP BY ANY OF THE 
OTHER MORNING PAPERS, BUT HAS BEEN SUMMARIZED ON THE 
RADIO NEWS, WITH APPROPRIATE ATTRIBUTION. WE WILL BE 
DISCUSSING THIS ARTICLE WITH THE FOREIGN OFFICE LATER 
TODAY AND WILL ADVISE ADDRESSEES OF FCO REACTION AND 
VIEWS. AT THIS POINT, HOWEVER. THE SOURCE OF THE 
KEATLEY STORY IS NOT KNOWN.BUT ITS APPEARANCE ON THE 
DAY PRICE/OWEN TALKS ARE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN CAN HARDLY 
BE COINCIDENTAL. 

4. DEPARTMENT ACTION: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE PRESS 
GUIDANCE SOONEST IN THE EVENT WE RECEIVE INQUIRIES 
FOLLOWING UP ON THE GUARDIAN STORY. 

BREWSTER 
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